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" wgonstitutions! Questions.”

I'resldent Wirsox congratulated the
Hygclal Insurance Conference In Wash-

Fifted away from purely constitu-
Uonal questions.” He continued :

{*We have, fortunately enough, ccaned
s, make constitutional guestions the cen-
e of discussion, and are turning our
attention more and more to those Lhings
Jehich affect the daliy Ufe and fortunes

v MMhat constitutlonnl guestions do not
wlect the dally Hfe and fortunes of the
rank and file of great nations is a
theory thar has not, to onr knowl-
edge, been serlonsly advanesd befors,
At has heen the apinion of not o few
RBomane and able Awerleans that the
KUaranties cmboadlod in the Constitu-
thon of the United States nied the Cone
siliutlons of the States were all i
purtant In the protection of the rights
and liberties for which mankind has
srugeled and for which it continues
Wp struggle. “Constiotlonal  ques.
tlons” Inelnde every “question affect-
Aug the rights nnd immunities of man
_malsed sinece nutoerntie power was first
ghecked nnd clroumseribed, and in
sunstitutlons will be found the only de-
pandable and useful defence that hns
Leen devised agninst despotlsm nnd
ull Its abuses,

e hope constitutionul  questions
will not cense to weeupy the contre of
dlgcussion, for when they do no man
Wil bhave rlghts; and we  should
rather live under gunrantesd rights
than under the sympnthetle and be-
nevalent regilution of even a sovinl
Insurnnce conference,

. A Lesson for Preparedness.

That the medical depurtment of the
army was prepared for the mobiliza-
tlon of our military forces s graphi-
vally shown In an artlele on “The
Care of Troops on the Mexican Baor-
der” o the Jowrnal of the Ameriean
Medienl Associntion of November 25,
The largest uumber on daty ot any
one time In the Southern Deporiment
was ubout 110,000 men, and 41,000 of
the regulur wrmy had preceded (them,
At the time of mobllization of the
Kite troops there were only 550 beds
Insthree base hospitals, but In four
menths the (ol bed capacity had
boon Inerensed o Lns,  All the more
eqpentlnl equipments for the new hos-
pitals were on the ground before the
fiest bullding was ready for patients,
Three luboratories wers estahlished,
which did all needed Investigation,

On Beptember 30 thers wers 135
mptor ambulances In the Southern

way or bullding, A hospltal traln of
ten Pullman cars wus leased, equipped
with u staff of medieal officers, nurses,
cgoks and porters, On this date there
were 5,000 enlisted men In the medl-
cal department andl 197 female nurkes
and thirty-nine dental surgeons, The
oflicers of the Medienl Reserve Corps
were willing to serve, but muny of
them counld not do so on account of
fnststent calls of fumlly und practice,
This defect should be met by tralo
fng at least 104000 physicinns,

Comparison of the Cuban and Texas
campulgns shows that among 85,000
volunteers in 1808 there were 086
deaths from disense In elght months:
in 1016 among 105,000 State troops
there were thirtywight deaths from
disease, 1In the Cubun campalgn 124
men died every month: in last sum-
mer's camps only thirteer®n a 23 per
eent. larger number of men,

Bome of the weuk points ave em-
phasized by the report ns lessons :

The physienl ~tundard of the regu.
lar army shoulid e steietly  applied
te the Nutlonal Guard,

The Arst weak polnt was imperfect
physical examination of the offioers
und men in the Notlonal Gaard, Ex-
amdnations by reginlior medien) officors
diseoversd from 30 o 40 per cont, (is-
qualified,  The lesson from this rep.
rehensible metlunl I that such sol-
dlers, falling uidder stress of the cam-
palen, bocome o barden o thelr com-
mades und to the sanitury serviee, In
many Instunces defsciives were not
ddseovered until they renched the bor
@er and thus 1he Government was put
1o the enormous expwnse of squipping
and transporiing nseloss men, koep-
fng them in camps aned returning them
to their homes: ull this through the
failure of 1l modicnl ofMleers of the
National g

Wl sevond wenk pdnt wis dollelont
personnel, Lick of tealnbng andd ineom-
Plode egquiiamnent. W hile (s eleets
Amons e combitnnt birnnehes may
be grahmlly vliminnted, the sanitary

corps must be prepared on the day
the troops are mobllized, hecause while
the troops are unseasoni! the sani-
tary corps has Its most difficult prob-
lems, The State xhould have four
units always ready for each division,

Another wenk point In the militia
system was ithat anti-typhoid and
smallpox vaccination had not been
made compulsory in all the Natlonal
Guard, It became necossary to do
this In eamp, but it was done with-
out any Il eMeets,

If the militla 18 to be reorganized
or u system of universal tralnlng for
defence Installed, the lessons of this
report should be taken serlously to
heart by our leglslators.

Safety First,

The boarding house In which five
persons were burted to death last
spring and a dozen serlously Injured
in a fire on Saturday Is not equipped
with fire escapes becnuse It hos fewer
than fifteen bedrooms. The compul-
sory law does not apply to the smaller
establishments, although the danger
from fire In them js obvious, and in
this cane waus proved in a tragedy.

The code should be amended to
cover such structures ns that In which
these fires have occurnsd. 1t should
not be dificuit to devise means for
determining the nead for ewmergency
cxite, regardless of the eapacity or
urrangement of a bollding, The pos
sibility of corruption and oppression
must be taken Into account, but the
clrenmseribing of diseretion should
not prevent the application of common
sense (o the solution of the problem
Involved,

The statute ax it stamds bears un-
fqually on property owners and af-
fords unequal protection to citizens, 1t
Is Inelastle and inndequate. and the
correction of Ita defects s n matter
of immedinte cancern,

The Greek Situation.

In the purzling Grevian sitontion
two new factors have appeared with
the conguest of Rumania : the strength-
ening of the Teatonle Hoe in Macelo-
nin and the blockading of Griek ports
by the Entente floei.  The fonmedinte
effvet has been the departure of e
colonles of the aliled nntions from

Athens, the heartening of the Rovalist |

party to the point of moblizing an
army to cooperate with that of the
Central Powers amd the disclosure of
the real position of the King.

The recent activities of the Royal-
Istw In Athens have no doubit been in-
Miired by Germanle sgecess in the Bal-
kins and the lkelibood that after the
conquest of Hummnla Teutonle arms
wonld eowe to their ald, The rloting
amd fighting at the Gireek capltal were
but the culmination of the polley which
CoxstaxTixe and his supporters had
pursiued to keep Gresoe from espousing
the Allles’ cunse, The peports recelvsd
bere indieate that this Incldent cleariy
disclosed the fuot that the King's neo-
trality was werely o pretence and that
he had In reality been walting only
this opportunity te Joln the Central
Powers,

His conrse of dilatory measures, his
quibbling over the rights of the Bn.
tente army at Ralenien, the occupntion
of tirelan territory by the Bulgnes,
apparently with his consent if not
connlvance, winl the wmenace that e hins
tlwnys presented to the thinks of ten-
eral Sammain’s army were focls that
arousad the dstrost of the Aliles.  He
wis no doubt as ambitious for the de-
velopmwent of the Grecian state as Vi
Xizrr08, but he thonght thnt this ob-
Jeet could hest be secured through the
Central Powers,  VeNizeros ofpossl
his refusal to ablde by the nation's
treaty obllgations, and, deciaring thnt
the great majority of the people fu-
vorad Intervention on the side of the
Entente Powers, held that the King
excended his constitational rights,

This difference divided Greese into |

two hostlle camps.  The Venizelists
bave already sent u forw to foln the
Allies’ army on the Macolonion fron-
tler. How large this foree i« or how
lurge a fores the Royallstis ol gsseny-
ble I8 a watter of sfevulation.  The
army has been so0'torn by dissensions
thnt 1ty strength bs guestlonable, aiul
a force uniting with eliher side would

hiave to he resquippwsd to be toade offec. :

tive. But u Royallst army, even an
IneMclently equipped one, on his rear,
wonld he o sevions mwendees 1o Genera)
RAREAIL's operatious when he s oo
pellend to face an anginentsd Yol onde
Dulgur foree,

That the Enteate Pawers luve o
dured whth much patiencs the uieer-
taln conrse of the Groek King s evi-
dent, They have showa much more
patience than Germany wder similoay
clrenmstunees would hive shown, The
Allles, or rather Russin, Fongland and
France, were the sponsors for the
Greek Kingdom and the present ly.
nasty, Here, perhais may e found
the explanation of the Ieufency stiown,
Europesn monarchles ave not given to
overthrowing  dymmstios op deposing
kings, 1t Is o last resopd,
something gnined In clearing up the
sitnation by knowing detinltoly Cos
STANTINE'S attitude and what may s
expected from b,

Trials of the Tender Hearted.

Never before has the problem of
how to be Bappy  though charlihle
s depressd the Kind hoartod New
Yorker as in this Chplstmns seiason
of 1016, The uvernge resiident of this
clty gnzes dnlly upon Wis morning
mall with apprehension knowing that
both his heart stelngs and hils purse
strings will be painfully pullsd hy the
tetters confronting him,  How his
nume came (o find iself upon se many
lists of charitable argunizations, war
rellef funds, soclotios for the minign-
ton of Innumerable kinds or misery
I o mystery that he eanmot =alvie,
Not w oy pusses that b Is ger e
minded  from  muny phillunthrople
sourees that it Is his bounden duty to
relleve himsell at onee of any supor
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fluous balance -he may happen to pos-
sesn at his bank.

The number of entertainments to
which he Is asked to purchase tickets
seema to Increase apace. Charlty In
this unprecedented period appears to
cover an Immense multitude of hith-
erto unexplolied fields, and to possess
avenues of approsch 1o the Kkind
hearted hitherto unsuspected, The
contemplated addition of the prize
ring to the territory recently cone
quered by the philanthrople [lus-
trates the Increasing difficulty that
the gencrously disposed New Yorker
finds In making his Income conform
to his charitable Inclinations,

That it i« more blessed to give than
to receive it Is difficult to deny, but
there should be room In the gentle
hearts of the phllanthropie alms col-
lectors of New York for some pity
for and sympathy with the sad eyed
citlzen who, both at his home and his
place of business, finds himself dally
overwhelmed by appeals for ald that
he cannot afford to vouchsafe, The
high cost of living Is pot conducive
to holiday hilarity, but its burden is
greatly Increased to the vast majority
of New Yorkers by the realization
that they cannot, In justice to their
familles, contribute to all the charl-
table projects, locul, national and In-
ternational, that are now imploring
assistnnece from them.

How We Can Ald Mexice.

A committee of alucators hns been
seelng what ean be done toward obitain-
Ing ald In thix country for Mexican
youths anxlous to study here, The
presidents of over MW colleges and
seminuries were addressed, and In o
hundred Instunces they have written
to Mr, Brasiey R, Yapsarn of thel
Friends School, Germantown, Penn-
sylvanin, offering ussistance of one
sort or another, Some [nstitutions
will renift tultion fews; others will
grant seholarships rapging nx high as
R400 0 year,

The question has now come up us
o whether  Mexlenn  students  ean
qualify to take midvantuge of these
opwenings. It lins boen suggested that
a tralnlog school in Mexico may e
hecessury, combined with a system
1 for the democratic und representative
choiee of apt students, somewhat on
the order of the Rhodes scholurships.
Mr. Yamxawn I8 In correspondence
with ANprks OsUsa, director-general
of public emlucation for the Federal
Drstreiet of Mexico, which includes
Mexico elty.
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tion of his theme—the Ideal poot whowe
art has been one long devotion, spring-
ing from excess of concentrated spiritual
lite."”

What If we are “fed, clothed am
sheltered by n million hagds in all the
ends of the earth, and Informed of the
world's newa Ly a milllon minds"?
What is It to any of ux that he e
“wpeevded around the worlld in motors
and steamer< and trains, nnd through
still lnrger domains In art and ik
antd books"? How shall we “live

beyond, all these"¥  Are these the!
prepoxitions of hope or of despmir?

It wos unfortunate for us that, splir-
Itually paipitant after this, Tagor
Isbly tremulows with longing to siip
the bonds of dull business nnd be de-
tached nnd free, even though the foot-
ball weason s over, we should be
hrought to enrth—with nothing leas
than a dull thud—by this pamgraph

i

SHALL THE HERO DIE?

A Protest That Gloom In Neot N .
sary for Art In the Nov

To e Eoitor or Tie 8vx-~Nir: What

evil genius prompts novellsta {0 end

their tales with the death or diecomnture

of one or other of the priveipal charac-

ESPERANTO ACQUITTED.

The Germans Started Thelr Publielly
in It Prier to Augnst 31, 1914,

To tam Hpiron or Tun Svs..ir: 1
did not becoma unduly dejectad by
the prognoslicatione about Ksperanty's
Kloomy  future drawn by Mr. Albert
Bebing with a pen dipped 1 tears, tera fexcliusive of the villaln, of courss) .

Esperanto has had a goodly numbar | Rider  Taggard, Thomas Hardy anid
of calamity howlerr.  When, shorily | #ome othars are guilty of this sin agalosg
nfter Eaperanto had reached France, , 'he canon of art; ne small ain, elther
the Teds started Erperanto clubs and | [ suppose thelr ldea = to write stories
bezan o pubdish an Esperanto newss | that ace tius (o the factn of 11fe, Lut

peranto Is surely doomed.” Result @ Fss
reranto I8 taken up by the college pro-
fessors, and the proud Borbonne becomes
the rendeavous of gay Paris's beat wite

 and raconteurs, who gather there every

month to crack jokes and awap storles
In the cholcest Esperantu, for they have
found that they can “earry on" better
in Esperanto than in French.

When the free thinkera and the revo.
lutionista on weneral principles of Rome
took up Esperanto, up went that famil-

in a nearby univegsity's dally under-
gradunte newspmper, the closing para-
geaph of a letier to the editor from
the secretary of tw faculty commit-
tee on publie lectures

“AR to the two specific suggestions tn
your editorial article of desirable lecs
tarers, our committee has considered
them both, Mr. hun decided not
Lo come to Amerien this winter, and Sir
HAMNDRANATIC TAGORE comen too high ™

Perhups our bitdsinnig Yankee ool

leges hold philosophy and the coneen-
trated spiritunl life tos cheap,

It a fourth candidacy Is on the eande
for Bavax, the smooth progression of

Ine ery, with the result that 'ope lLan
NI ordered  the trafslation of the
Four Guapels Lito Feperanto, and this

Poan soon followed by the establishment

of two Esperants Catholle papers and

fthe organization of the Universal Es-

peranto Catholie Unlon, which, up te

| the war, held congresses every year, the

Inst one, representing seventeen dinlects,
having been held shortly before the out-
break of the war in Parls, In the Cathine
e University, under the presldency naf
the Archbishop of 'aris, when the late
Pope sent his benedistion,

The wame familiar blessed ¢ry went
up when the Hepublicans in Madreid tost;
up  Esperanto, with the same result.
King Alfonso becnme an ardent
rantist, and at the fifth international con-

in 1009, the King aceeptedd the honorary

this seriea of votes (8 to Le considered ;
In 1886, 1900 and 1908 he was defonted

RABTH0 and of 1,265,504, e menace |
of 1808 would be the Joke of 1920

The Intercolleginte champion “‘I-u‘

at Van Cortlandt Park on Saturday

hy KYROXEN and Kotgiaaises, both of |
Finland, has the consolation of belng

able ta say that Saturday was a oy

for Finns,

“Polgon in bar hottles.” the headline |

will not, in these davs of spreading
drought, suggest to many readers any
startling “novelty"” in wickedness,

Employment in this State has in- o
creaned 15 per oent. and woages have
advanced Ly 28 per cent. in the last
Year, But an officer of thie Ralvation
Army says: “The impression that thers
In little want in the oty 18 erroneous,”
The Impulse 1o charltable giving may
not ha encouraged by the remark: “No

The sabject is perplexing but Im- matter how prosperous the people gen. | h* Lappenings ﬁtl_ e that lmf"ﬂ'l"!"i JPAtNg amd pfter veis of service and mark, but anless vou ooe o sadder <o
portunt, It might well be taken up|erally may be we always hawe the | ©tsede at Serafevo, wos l"““-"“:'l o~ A Statistienl Defenee Aralnst a Selen. Gevotlon to the dutivs to which Lo b« will be ot o loes to Knew Wiethe: b
by the General Education Board, or | families of heavy drinkers, dropes, | "€k before i lr- umaoer, . -;“-- l tile Assault on Thelr Capaclty, 1].‘.“ sufted he 'lrm_\' |f-m-h-f- A warrant e o Oest class seamnn or o Londs i
by the Rtockefeller Fonndation, which | STMInals and idle men to cars gop* | BOUM seem 1At oply & week or teo ] g - : o commission, wiich will entitle him ta AN petty ofMoers, seamen and tiess

[+ ’ . hut with Christmos drawing near |t afte: the war warted the Germans 1\1.11_ o Tue Botron o Tne Sus. Sir: It mess with the anlor ofllers in the olnss  firemen we we hiewe  sirigwa
hax already gone extenslively into such Is difficult ta be censorious sven of the | RIFedE g0 10 ke fireparations ,"‘ ‘..\.\a.- esr e riall amount of wurprise | wardroom acd have addithonal Hwers marrow white loald on the coume o
enterprises asx medieal education in tmprovident, und the word will be. | ¥5® out (o the neutral Posers in l:\l‘ ;-Il ;'l["f “l'-l :':‘l--'h-"-'!? that T perused tles which (he ordinary seaman does gleo ol the eollers o (oie e Rl
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Now I owill take up the chinrge of Mr,
Schine apainst the Germans, Although
my menthments are strongly pro-ally and
1 would Lke to see Prussian milivrism
destroyeild forever, yet candor coipels
Wit th o exonerate e Germans from the
aNpersions cast uton them by Mr, Beline,
cver the shoulders of the French, as
remands thelr ylterlor motives in thelr

Lee of Bsperasto, s argument = that | many other roung writers,
tever since the Germans understood that | first story end unhapgil
learned  wisdom,

that they could not fnpose German as are foll of humor,
lave favorsd |ae),

thes wore ot gaing to win the war and

o worll langunge  they
Espetanto as much ax they could to off-

of Chapeller,” &e
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bulletine bearw the above date,  More.
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Why wilte storfes full of plotures of
death aml gloum, sorrow, despalr, hope-
leas longing, frustrated ambition? That
Is not the function of the novel, but of
the esmay,. the treatine, the poem and
certaln other specles of writing.  On
such matters we secek Instruction and
counsel, not entertainment.

The function of the novel in Lo divert,
entertain, amuse. Hurely there ¥ enough
death and sorrow in life without hay-
Ing these polemn forma confront us from
the pages of a novel! We do not plek
A mory ook to meet these grim
realities, but to et away from them. |

Tha active mun or woman, Hving «
full lite. ham 1o time to read rovels, or
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poge of Ture Sox pecall the fuct that
hardly one out of a hundred men can positions of trest,
tell the meaning of the Insignin which g,
Appear on the sleeves of neval mon. eromsed quills,

On overy naval ship the crew Is di- Electricians have s the mark o
Vided Into many climses, each man  thelr profession a globe.  Michinies
having hin own particular station aud mates, boller makers, water tanders
duties at alt-times, and In order that | coppersmithe and ollers all soar
each one muay bLe known or Identifisd | (heee Bladed propeller wheel on to
on sight he receives a rating bandge or | weeve, Bandimnsters and s .
distinguishing mark to denote hiw rank  ure distinguished by o harp, while 1.
or office, Lvommissary steward, who his «haro.
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placed  above w specalty mark  of of whieh there are onlv o fos "
chevvon,  The cagio & always of white (hat for the seamen gunmer alwa
Mk when ueed on blue suits, and of freess ntlent o Tt b o Dogesn i g
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Hiest wellors’) in for children, for cestaln |
of the professional classes, for people |
who are living a more or less crippled
life, and for the old who have finished
most of their life work and have sume
time on their hands. ‘These people,
leaving out of conslderation those of
the professionnl classes 1 have men-
tioned, are llke the under nourished
and sk, A good wholesome story cone
talning actlon and humor, and ending
with the hero's grtainment to wealth or
s and the “they were married wnd
Hved happlly ever after” clause, In like
fond and medicine to those who turn to
noveln in order to o cheered and com-
forted, A story full of death and xloomy
forebodings, omens and onths, and Cvery
Anpect of sorrew and despair, acts ke
polson ypon the minds, hearts aml r-plr-*
s of thuse who read it, Welters of such |
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expeilenced great sorrow in life, but
have not sufficient gracve 1o n\-:rr--n-.o|
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